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Is Majeſties 
DECLARATION 
Toall His loving Subjects: 


Of the cauſes which moved him to 
diſlolve the laſt Parliament. 


© Excellent eM ajeflie. 
E224 RAS well knoweth, That the 
Tad SYY Calling, Adjourmng, Pro- 
ropuing,and Diſſo'ving of Parliaments, 
are undoubted Prerog atives inſepara- 
bly annexed to hit Imperiall Gropn , of 
which he s not bound to render any ac- 
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count but to God alone 4 BO more then of 
bn other Regall aQions. 
Nevertheleſſe bs eM ajrſtie., 
whoſe Piety and Goodneſſe have made 
him ever ſo order and govern all things, 
7 hat the cleerneſſe and candor of bis 
Koyall heart may appear to all bis Sub- 
jeas,efpecially in thoſe great and publike 
Matters of State, that have relation to 
the weal and ſafetie of his People, and 
the bononr of his Rojall perſon and go- 
vernment : Hath thought fit, for 
avoiding and preventing all famiter con- 
ftructions and mifinterpretations, which 
the malice of ſome perſons ill-affeed to 
his Crown and Soveraignty, hath,or may 
practiſe to fuſe into the mindes and 
ears of his good and faithfull SubjeAs, 
to ſet down by way of Declaration , the 
true canſes aſwell of his Aſſembling, as 
of his Difſolving the late Parliament. 
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'7 i not unknown to moſt of his Ma. 

je/ties loving SubjeAs, what diſcou- 
ragements þ2 hath formerly had by the 
aidunfull” axd editions carriage of 
drvers of the lower houſe in preceding 
efſenblies of Parliament , enough 
to have made him averſe to thoſe an- 
cient and accuſtomed wayes of calling 
hn people together, when in flead of du- 
tifull expreſſions towards hn Perſon 
and (rovernment, the », vented their on 
malice and diſaffeAions to the State, 
and by their ſubtile and malignant conr- 
fes, endeavoured nothing more then to 
bring into contempt and diſorder all 
Government and Magiflracy. 

Yet bu Majeſtie well confidering 
that but few were guilty of that ſediti- 
ous and undutifull behavionr, and ho- 
ping that time andexperience had made 
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bu loving Subjefs ſenjible of the be di- 
flemper the whole King dom was in dan. 
ger to be put into by the ill governd 
ations of thoſe men, eAnd bu Ma- 
jeſtie being ever defirous to tread in the, 
fteps of bu moſt noble Progenitors, was 
pleaſed roiſſue forth bu Writs under the 
great Seal of England, for a Parlia- 
ment to be holden on the thirteenth day 
of eApril laſt. 

4. which day, his Majeflie by the 
Lord Keeper of Ha great Seal wargra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to let both houſes of Par 
liament know,how deſirous be was,T hat 
all bis people would unite their hearts and 
affe4tons in the execution of thoſe Coun- 
cels that might tend to the Honour of his 
Majeſtie, the ſafety of bus Kingdoms, 
and the good and preſervation of all hs 
people, eAnd withall how confident be 
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was that they would not be failing in 
their duties and affetions to him and to 
the publique. 

He laid open to them the manifeit 
and apparant miſchief threatned to this 
and all his other Kingdoms, by the mu- 
tinous and rebellious behaviour of di- 
vers of the Scottiſhnation, who had by 
their examples drawn many of bu Sub. 
je&s there mto a courſe of diſloyalty and 
diſobedience nat fit for bu Majeilie in 
honour, ſafety, or wiſdom to endure. 

How to flrengthen themſelves in their 
difloyalleonrſes, they had adareſi them- 

ſelves to forraign States, and treated 
with them to delrver themſelves up to 
their protefion and defence, as was 
made apparant under the proper bands 
of the prime Ring-leaders of that Re- 
bellious faion. 


B Theſe 


_— <4 


271 ""m <> 6 
Theſe courſes of theirs, tending ſo 
much to the ruine and overthrow of this 
famous Monarcty , umted by the de- 
ſcent of the Crown of England upon 
hu \ajeſlir, and bu Father of bleſſed 
memory; his Majeſhe (tn bu great wiſ- 
dom, and in diſcharge of the truſt repo- 
fed in him by Go, and by the funda- 
mentall laws of buh Kingdoms, for 
the protefion and government of them) 
reſolv'd to ſuppreſſe, and ther eby 0 VIN- 
dicate that ſoveraiene power entruſted 
to him. He had by the laſt Summers 
triall found , that hn grace and good- 
neſſe was abuſed, and that contrary 10 
bu « xpeation and their faithfull pro- 
miſes, they had, fince bu being at Bar- 
wick, and the Pacification there made, 
purſued their former rebellious defignes, 
and therefore it was neceſſary now for 
bu 
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hu Majeftie by Power to reduce them 
to the juſt and modeſt condition of their 
obedience and ſubjefion, which when 
ever they ſhould be brought unto, or ſee - 
ing their own errours, ſhould put them- 
/ - Ba into a way of humility and obe- 
dience becoming them , his «M ajeſtie 
ſhould need no other Mediatours for 
Clemency and Mercy to them, then bu 
own Piety and Goodneſſe, and the ten- 
der affeion he hath ever born to that 
hy natroe K ingdom. 

7 his being of ſo great weight and 
conſequence to the whole King dom ,and 
the charge of an Army, fit to maſter ſuch 
a bufmeſſe, amounting to ſo great a ſum 
as buy Majeftie had no means to raiſe, 
having not onely emptied his own cof- 
fers, bs iſued berween three and four 
hundred thouſand pounds which he bor- 
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rowed of his ſervants, upon /ecurity out 
of bis own eſtate, to provide /uch things 
as were neceſſary to begin ſuch an ation 
with ; his a eftie after the example of 
his Predeceſſors, reſorted to his prople 
in their repreſentative bady the Parlia- 
ment, whom he defired ( with all the 
expreſſions of grace and goodneſſe which 
could poſubly come from him ) That ta- 
king into ſerious and dutifull confidera- 
tion the nature of theſe bleeding evils, 
and hoy dangerous it was to loſe the. 
leaſt minute of time , left thereby thoſe 
of Scotland ſhould gain opportunity to 


frame their parties with forraion States, 


that they would for a while lay afide all 
other debates, and paſſe an «A for the 
ſpeedie payment of /o many Subſudies 
41 might enable his \dajeſtie to put 11 
readineſſe for this Summer thoſe things 

which 
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which were to be prepared before [0 
vreat an eArmy could be brought into 
the field. 

For further ſupply neceſſary for 6 
great an undertaking , bu \dajeſtie de- 
clared that be expetted it not till there 
might be a happy concluſton of that Se/- 
fon, and till their juſt L£rievances might 
be firſl graciouſly beard and relieved. 

Wherein , as his c\ajeſtie would 
moſt willingly have given them the pre- 


cedence before matter of ſupply , if the . 


great neceſ\uy of his occafions could have 
permitted, ſo he was graciouſly pleaſed 
- for their full aſſurance and /atisfafion 
therein to give them his Royall word, 
T hat without determining the Seſſion 
upon granting of the Subſidies, he would 
give them be fors they parted, as much 
time as the ſeaſon of the yeer , and the 
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great affairs in hand would permit, for 
confider.ng alt ſuch Petitions as they 
ſhould concerve to be g10d for the Com- 
mMon-wealth , and what they could not 
now finiſh, they ſhould have full me to 
perfett rowaras Winter; his «M ajeſty 
graciouſly aſſuring them, that he would 
0 along with them for their advantage 
through all the expreſons of a gracious 
and pious King, to the end there might 
be ſuch a happy concluſion of that as 
might be the cauſe of many more meet- 
ings with them in Parhament, From 
ther firſt aſſembling untill the 21. of A- 
pril, the houſe of Commons did nothing 
that could give by Majeilie any con- 
t«nt or confidence in their ſpeed) ſupply- 
ing bf him: Whereupon he commanded 
both the houſs to attend him in the_ 
£anquetting houſe at VV hitehall in 
tbe 
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the afternoon of that 21. day of eApril. 
Where by the Lord Keeper bu Maje- 
{te put them in minde of the end for 
which they were aſſembled, which was 
for bu Majeſties ſupply, T hat if it were 
not ſþeedy,it would be of no uſe unto him; 
Part of the Army then marching at the 
charge of aboye a hunared thouſand 
pounds a moneth, which would ai be loft 
if bs Majeſtic were not preſently ſup- 
plied, ſo as it was not poſuble to be longer 
forborn. Yet bus M ajeihe then ex- 
preſt that the ſupply he for the preſent 
defred, was onely to enable him to 20 0n 
with his defignes for three or four mo- 
neths, and that be expeed no further 
ſupply till all their juft grievances were 
reheved. 


eAnd becauſe his Majeſtie had ta- 
ken notice of ſome miſapprehenfions 


about 


_, 
— 


285; 


20 


about the levying ofthe Shippine-money, 
his \1ajeftie commanded the Lord 
Keeper to let them knoyp, T hat he never 
had any intention to make any Revenue 
of it,nor had ever made any ; but that all 
the money Colleted had been paid to the 
T reaſurer of the N( avie , and by bun 
expended , befides great ſums of money 
every yeer out of hy \\1ajeſties own 
purſe. | 
T hat his Majeftie had once reſolved 
this yeer to have levied none. but that be 


- was forced to alter his reſolution, in re- 


gard he was of neceſity toſend an Army 


for reducing thoſe of Scotland , during 
which time it was requifue the Ses 


ſhould be well guarded : And befides 
his «Majeihe had knowledge of the 
great F leets prepared by all neighbour- 
ing Princes this yeer, and of the inſ0- 
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lencies committed by thoſe of Algjers, 
with the flore of Ships which they had in 
readineſſe. 
eAnd therefore though his «M a- 
jeſtie for thus preſent yeer could not for- 
bear it, but expefled their concurrence in 
the levyine of it , yet for the future to 
give all by SubjeAs aſſurance how ju#t 
and Royall bu intentions were, and that 
all bis atme was but to live like their 
Kine, able to defend himſelf and them, 
to be uſefull to bu friends and confider- 
able to his enemies , to maintain the $9- 
veraigntie of the Seas , and ſo make the 
Kingdom flouriſh in trade and com- 
merce , he was graciouſly pleaſed to let 
them know,T hat the ordmary Revenue 
now taken by the Crown could not ſerve 
the turn, and there/ore that it muſl be by 
Shipptng-money or ſome other way, 
wherein 
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wherein he was willing to leave it to their 

confiderations what better courſe to 

finde out , and te ſettle it how they 

would , ſothe thing were done which ſo 

much imported the honour and ſafety of 
the Kingdom; and his «Majeſtic for 

his part would moſt readily and cheer - 
full grant any thing they could defire 

for ſecuring them in the propriety of 
their goods and eftates,and in the liberty 
of ther perſons. 

Hu Majeſtie telling them it was in 
their power to make this as bappy a Par- 
hiament as ever was , and to be the cauſe 
of the Kings dehghting to meet with bis 
people, Prof - his people with bim. 


T hat there was no ſuch way toeffet 
this as by putting obligations of truſt and 
confidence upon him, which as it was the 
way of good manners with a King , ſoit 

Was 
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was a ſurer and ſafer courſe for them- 
ſelves, then any that their ownjealoufies 
and feares could invent , his Majeſtie 
being a Prince that deſerved their truſt, 
and would not loſe the honour of it, and 
a Prince of ſuch a gracious nature that 


diſaained his people ſhould overcome = 


him by kindneſſeÞ., 

He had made this good to ſome other 
Subjeas of his, and if they followed his 
counſell, they ſhould be ſure not to repent 
t, being the people that were neereſt and 
deereſt to him, and Subjets whom he 
did and had reaſon to value more then 
the SnbjcBs of any bis other Kingdoms. 

His Majeflie having thus graciouſly 
expreſſed himſelf unto them , be expe- 
Hed the Houſe of Commons would have 
the next day taken into confideration the 


matter of Supply , and laid afide all 
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other debates till that were reſolved of 
according to his defire. 

But inſlead of giving an anſwer 
therein, ſuch as the preſſing and urgent 
occaſions required, they fell into Diſ- 
conrſes and Debates about their pre- 
tended Grievances, and raiſed up ſo 
many, and of ſo ſeverall natures, that 
m a Parliamentary way tbey could not 
but ſhend more time then his Majeities 
great and weighty affaires could poſably 
afford. 

His Majethie foreſeemng in his great 
wiſdom that they were not in the way to 
make this a happy Parliament, which he 


Jo much defired and hoped, T hat no- 


thing might be wanting on his part to 
brine them into the right way for his ho- 
nour, the ſafety of the Kinedom , and 
their own 200d, he "eſolved to defire the 

aſfiftance 
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aſatance of the Lords of the higher 
houſe , as perſons in rank and degree 
neere#l to the Royall T brone, and who 
having recerved honour from him and 
his Royall Progenttors, he doubted not 
would for thoſe and many other reaſons 
be moyed in honour and dutifull affe- 
flion to bis Perſon and Crown, to di- 
ſpoſe the houſe of Commons to expreſſe 
their duties to his Majeilie, in expedi- 
tmg the matter of Supply , for which 
they were called together, and which re- 
quired ſo preſent a atſpatch. 

For thu purpoſe, his «M ajeftie in 
bu Royall Perſon came again tothe. 
Lords houſe on W. edneſday the 24. 
day of eApril, where bimſelf declared 
to the Lords the cauſe of bu coming, 
which was, to pur them in minde of what 


had been by the Lord Keeper in hu 
(3 name 


| 18 E- 


27 - 


name delivered tnto both houſes the 


firſt day of the Parliament, and after 


at VV hitehall, how contrary to his ex- 
pefation the houſe of Commons having 
held conſultation of Matter of Religi- 
on, Property of goods, and Liberty of 
Parliament ; and voted ſome things 
concerning thoſe three heads,bad there- 
by given them the precedence before. 
the matter of bis ſupply, T hat bus ne- 
cefities were ſuch, they could not bear 

elay, T bat what ever he had by the. 
Lord Keeper promiſed he would per- 


form, if the houſe of Commons would 


truft him. For Religion, that his þeart 
and conſcience went together with the 
2 an etlabliſhed in the Church of 
England, and be would give order to 
hu eArchbiſhops and Biſhops, that no 
tunovation in matter of Religion ſhould 
creep 


oy 
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creep in, For the Ship-money, that he 
never made or intended to make any 
profit to himſelf of it, but onely to pre- 
ſerve the Donumos of the Seas, which 
was ſo neceſſary , that without it the 
Kingdom could not ſubſet; but for the 
way and means by Ship-money, or other- 


wiſe he left it to them. For f ge. of 


goods, and liberty of Parhament , he 
ever intended his people ſhould enjoy 
them, holding no King ſo great as he 
that was King of arich and free people, 
and if they had not property of goods, 
and liberty of perſons, they could J net- 


ther rich nor free. '{ hat if the houſe of 


Commons would not firſt truſt him, all 
his affairs would be diſordered, and 
his bufmeſſe loſt. That though they 
eruſted him in part at firft, yet before 
the Parliament ended he muft totally 


truſt 


20 


truft them, and in concluſron they muſt 
for execution of all things wholly tru 
him. T herefore fince the matter wa 
no more then who ſhould be firſt trufted, 
and that the truit of him firit was but a 
truſt in part, bis Majeitic defared the 
Lords to take into their confiderations 
his and their own Honour, the ſafety 
and welfare ofthis Kingdom, with the 
great danger it was in, and that they 
would by their advice diſpoſe the houſe 
of Commons topive his ſupply the prece- 
dence before the grievances. 

His Maje$he being departed, the 
Lords took into ſerious confideration 
what his Majeftie had commended to 
their care, and forthwith laying a/ide 
all other debates, ſuch was their Lord- 
ſhips dutifull and affetionare carriage, 
they remembring well what had been 


formerly 
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formerly declared in bis «AM ajeſties 
nameto both houſes, bis Majetties gra- 
cious promiſes and expreſuons then and 
at thus time, with the preſſing and ur- 
gent occafions which ſo much imported 
the honour of bis Majeitie and the good 
of this Kingdom, their Lord/hips deli- 
vyered their votes in theſe words, VVe 
are of opinion that the matter of his 
M ajelties ” ly ſhould have pre- 
cedence, and be reſolved of before 
any other matter whatſoever ; And 
we think fit there ſhall be a conte- 
rence deſired with the houſe of 
| Commons to dilpole them there- 

unto. | 
Accordingly the next day being Sater. 
day the 25.day of April,a Conference was 
had inthe Painted Chamber by a ( om- 
mittee of both Houſes, where the Lord 
D Keeper, 


ens 
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Keeper,by the Lords comman d,told the 


Houſe of Commons of his +1 ajeſties 
being the day before in perſon in the 
higher Houſes, how graciouſly be had 
expreſſed himſelf, win matter of 'Reli- 


gion, Propertie of (Foods , and Liberty 


of Parliament, and tha: he would 
therein graciouſly hear and relieve them, 
and pive them what in reaſon could be 
defired , with the effed of what elſe had 
bin pracioufly delivered unto them by his 
Majeſtie, as well touching his conſtant 
Zeal and affettion tothe Keligion efta- 
bliſhed in the Church of England , as 
rouching the Ship-money , and the ne- 
cefvty of his affairs, which was ſuch, 
that delay was as prejudiciall as denyall, 
and that if time were loſt , borh Houſes 
could not recover it ; and therefore their 


Lordſhips, though they would 130ve no- 
thing, 


&3 
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thing , or give any advice concerning 
Subjidies , but decline it, as that which 


naturally was to begin with the Houſe of 


Commons , yet being alike intereſſed 
and concerned in the honour and ſafety 
of the Kingdom, they held it fit to let 
them know their opinions and defires, 
which was, T hat they ſhould go firſt on 
with the matter of bis Majeſlies ſupp(y, 
as that which was moit neceſſary and fit 
to have precedence ; eAnd that being 
done , they would cheerfully joyn with 
them in the preſenting of their Grie - 
VANCES. 

The Houſe of Commans having 
heard their Loraſhips opinion and de- 
fire, inſtead of concurring with their 
Lordſhips in preferring the conſidera. 
tion of his Majeſties ſupply before their 
Grievances , they ſpent the whole day 


- on 
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on Munday followms being the 27. of 
eApril, in taking cauſeleſſe exceptions 
to what had been at the Conference rela- 
ted to themes; eAnd the next day being 
Tueſday the 28. of eApril, they defired 
aConference withthe Lords, and their 
Loraſhips meeting them pre/cnt/y inthe 
Painted Chamber , they were ſo far 
from their expreſung of any willingneſſe 
to joyn with ther Lordſhips in what had 
been upon fo weighty reaſons recommens. 
ded unto them, that on the contrary 1hey 
challenged the Lords for invading the 
Priviledges of the Houſe of Commons, 
Alleadzing , That the Lords having in 
the former Conference acknowledged 
that the matter of Subjudie and Supply 
ought to beginin the Houſe of Commons, 
had im their voting that it was fit and 
moft neceſſary that matter of Supply 
ſhould 
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ſhould have precedence before all other 
bufineſſe , not dnely been tranſported be. 

ond the bounds which their Lordſhips 
had formerly ſet to themſelves, but by 

medling with matter of Supply, had as 
far as mm them lay, concluded both the 
matter and oraer of proceeding , which 
the Houſe of Commons took to be a 
breach of their Priviledge,, and for 
it defired reparation of their Lord- 
ſhips. © 
eAnd becauſe the Lords had in the 
firſt Conference enumerated thoſe three 
particulars , of Religion , Propriety of 
Goods, and Previdedge of Parliament, 
the Houſe of Commons collefled they had 
taken notice of ſome proceedings in their 
Houſe concerning thoſe particulars, and 
thereby broken another great Privi- 
ledge of the Houſe of Commons ela. 
D } bliſhed 
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bliſhed i in Parliament, and called, The 

\ Indempnity of the Commons. 
T bis how ſflrange and unexpected 
ſoever, the Lords heard with patience, 
and being defirous to remove all impe- 
diments, and clear any miſtakines that 
might retard or avert the reſolutions of 
ſupplying bu Majeſtie , they ſeriouſly 
debated in the higher honſe what had 
been objeaed I» the houſe of Commons, 
and reſolved, fuft, T hat their Lord 
{hips former voting, I hatin theiro- 
pinions his Majeſties ſupply ſhould 
have precedence before all other 
matters, was no breach of the Privi- 
ledges of the Houſe of Commons. 
And ſecondly, T hat it was no breach of 
the Priviledges ofthe houſe of Com- 
mons for their Lordſhips to hear 
what his Majeſtie declared to them, 
and 
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and thereupon to report the ſame 
tothe Houle of Commons. 


And to the end the houſe of Commons 


might have a right underſtanding of 


© 


their Loordſhips proceedings,their Lord. 
ſhips defired another Conference with 
them, which was accordingly had on 
Fryday the firſt of May in the painted 
Chamber, where by the command of the 
Lords, the Lord Keeper declared to 
the houſe of Commons, T hat the Lords 
of the higher houſe had, as in duty and 
affetion to ba Majeſties Crown and 90- 
vernment they were bound, taken into 
ſerious conſideration the great and 
weighty motrves of hu {\{ajeties cal. 
ling thu Parliament, T he great evils 
and calamities that hung over their 
heads, and the apparent danger the. 
Kingdom mas like to run into, if by 

| ſpeedy 
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07 ſpeedy and firting ſupply his Majeſtic 


were not enabled to prevent it. How in- 
ſupportable delay and protration was , 
and hoy —_ for both houſes to 
recover the loſſe of time in a matter of 
ſo preſiing and urgent neceſity. That 
his Majeſtie had both in the higher 
houſe, and in the Banquetting houſe at 
Whitehall, expreſſed his gracious and 
Princely defire to do all that from a juft 
and gracious King might be expefted, 
whereby this Parhament might have 
a happy conclufion. How his Majeſtic 
had promiſed all their juſt grievances 
ſhould be graciouſly heard andrelieved. 
That their Loraſhips were witneſſes his 
Majeſtie had given his Royall word 
ahone which their Lordſhips for their 

arts did as muckygruſt and confide in as 
08 Subjets uy 4 ” 
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_—— 5 © ill  , 
[t was alſo then further declared un- 
6 them, T hat bis 1\4 ajs ſtie bad latcly 
honoured thar houſe with his preſence 
again, and had there renued the remem- 
brance of what had before been deli- 
vered to both Houſes, with the impoſMi- 
bility of admitting delay,C> the clearnes 
of bis Majeſlies mtentions and reſoluti- 
ons, to give all juſt ſatis fation to what 
with reaſon could be defired of him. 
That his Majeitie had taken notice 
of ſomewhat wored in the Houſe of 
(ommons concerning Religion,proprie- 
ty of Goods, and liberty of Parhament, 
by which bis Majeſtic concerved the. 
matter of bis ſupply ſet afide, which he 
had fo often and with ſuch weight of 
reaſon defired nngbt have precedence. 
T hat his /\lajeitie after very gract- 
ous afmrances of bis conſtant affettion 
E and 
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and zeal for true Religion , and for 
preventing all Innovations therein, re- 
tterating his often promiſes for relie- 
ving all their juſt grievances, with his 

oyall intentions in that particular 
of Ship-money which he found much 
flood upon , was pleaſed to defire their 
Lordſhips (as Perſons in rank and de- 
gree necreft him, in Honour as much or 
more concern d then other, and in the. 
Safety and proſperity of the Kingdom at 
leaft equally intereſſed with others ) 
That in a caſe of this great and —__ 
tant weight , their Lordſhips would by 
their counſell and perſwaſion encline_ 
the Houſe of Commons to prove his Ma- 
jeftie a ſpeedy anſwer %s; re/.lution in 


the matter of Supply. T hat their Lord- 
[hips had taken bs \Majeſties defire into 
ſerious and dutifull conſideration , and 


#pon 


— — — ————  — OO 


21 


| — 


upon oe and ſolemn debate had, only 
voted in theſe words, \Ve are of opi- 
nion that the matter of His Majeſties 
ſupply ſhould have precedence,and 
be reſolved of betore any other mat- 
ter whatſoever. eAnd thatthey did 
think fit there ſhold bea Conterence 
deſired with the houſe of Commons 
to dipole them thereunto; which as 
it was juſt and honourable for their 
Lordſhips to do, Jo it was no breach of 
any priviledge of the houſe of Commons. 
For though their Lordſhips did ad- 
mit, T hat the Bill of Subſidies ought to 
begin in the Houfe of (ommons, and 
when it ts agreed unto by the Lords, 
m:$t be returned back, and be by their 
Speaker preſented, and therefore their 
Lordſhips diſclaimed to meddle with 
Subjidy or Supply, by ſuch beginning in 
E 2 the 
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the higher Houſe, or by naming the. 
number of Subfudtes, times of payment, 
ar any ſuch circumſtances incident to 4 


Bill , Yet their Lordſhips might confer 


and talk about Supplies in generall, and \_, 


give therr advice therein, hat being no 
whit derogatory to #he Priviledges of 
the Houſe of Commons , their Loraſhips 
in all reaſon being hkeher to communt- 
cate in the Councels and ſecrets of State, 
as thoſe that were neerer to the Royall 
T hrone, and having juft cauſe therein 
to impart their fears and foreſroht of 
dangers tothe Houſe of Commons... 

That ſuch proceedin 16 of their Lord- 
ſhips, as they were grounded upon juit 
and weighty reaſon, ſo they were agree- 
able to ancient uſage and cuftome, and 
were fully fd brebar cab iſhment 
n Parliament mentioned by the Houſe 


of 
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of Commons at the lail Conference, be- 
ng made at Glouceſter, in the 9. yeer 
of Henry the fourth, and Filed not the 
Indempnity of the Commons ( as had 

> brenſaid) but the Indempnity of Lords 
and Commons. 

eAnd for the other breach of Pri- 
viledge Which bad been objefted, their 
Lordſhips declared, T hat his «M aje- 
She bad told them the Houſe of Com- 
mons had reſolved ſomething concern- 
mg thoſe three heads, Of Religion, 
Propriety of goods, and Priviledge of 
Parliament. 

How bu Majeftie 5 wr of thu reſo- 
lution belonged not to their Lordſhips to 
enquire ito, their Lordſhips not med. 
[mo with any thing that others ſaid to 
the King, but what the King ſaid to 
them, 
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eAnd that their Lord/hips were ſo 


far from bolding it any violation of the 


Privileages of the Houſe of Commons 


for their Lord(hips to hear what the 


King declared tothemLy , and for them 
thereupon to report the ſame to the. 
Houſe of ( ommons, that on the contra- 
ry in dutie to his Majeſtic , their Lord- 
ſhips could dono other; and the commu- 
nicatimg of it was an argument of affe- 
Hon and defire of _- correſpondence 
with the Houſe of Commons , and me- 
rited no ſuch miſconſlrution as had 
been made of it; neither did that eſta- 
bliſhment in Parhament 9. H. 4. con- 
tain any words that could be conflrued to 
make their Lordſhips proceedings in this 
behalf any breach of the Priviledges of 
the houſe of (/ommons. 

T heir Lordſhips proceedings and in- 


tentions 


| —_——_ 
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tentions being thus cleared, the Lord 
Keeper by their Lord/hips command ad- 
ded further,T hat their Loraſhips could 
not but return to their firſt orounds and 
reſolutions , which were in all fair and 
afjetionate manner to ſtir up in thoſe 
of the Houſe of Commons the juſt conſi- 
deration of thoſe great and imminent 
dangers that threatned the Kingdom at 
thu time, and how dangerous and irreco- 
wverable delay was, and withall to diſpoſe 
them to take into their firſt and beſt | 
thoughts the matter of his « M ajeſties 

ſupply, and give him a ſpeedie anſwer 
therein. 

Which their Lordſhips were confi- 
dent would be the means to make this a 
happy Parliament, and to avert the 
publike calamities that menaced the 
ruine and overthrowof thu famous Mo 
narchie. T bis 
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T hu having been deliy-red at that 
(,onference in their Loraſhips names, 
was by his «M ajeftie moſt praciouſly 
interpreted as the noble teſttmony of 
their Lord/hips affedions to hu perſon 
and oovernment , for which his Maje- 
ſtie by the Lord Keeper the next day 
gave their Lordſhips hearty thanks, 

eAnd withall that nothing on hn part 
might be left undone< , h1s *M ajeſtie 
that morning alſo being Saterday the ſe- 
cond of May, ſent a meſſage to the. 
Houſe of Commons , which was deli- 
vered to them in theſe word ; 

That his Majeſtic hath divers 
times, and by ſundry wayes ac- 
quainted chis Houſe with the urgent 
neceſsity of ſupply, and width the 
great danger inevitably to fall op. 
on the whole State, upon his own 
honour, 


3/ 


honour, and the honour of this Na. 
tion if more time {hall be loſt there. 
in. Thatneverthelefſe his Majeſtic 
hitherto hath received no anſwer at 
all. And therefore conſidering that 
as heretofore his Majeſtic hath told 
this Houle, that a delay of his ſupply 
is as deftructive-as a deniall, his Ma- 
jeftie doth again defirethem to give 
him a preſent anfwer concerning his 
Supply, his Majeſtie being Rl re- 
folved on his part to make good 
whatſoever he hath promiſed by 
himſelf orthe Lord Keeper. 
eAfter which Meſſage deltvered un- 
to them , they ſpent from nme in the 
morning till ſix a clock at mght, inma- 
ny diſcourſes and debazes touching their 
pretended Grievances , but never came 
to any re ſolmion-what Supph they would 
F give 
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give bis Majeſlie, or whether they 


would prve him any at all, but adjourn- 
ed the farther debate till Munday fol- 


lowing. 


- eAt which timegbecauſe bis Majeſlis 


had underitood, the matter of Shipping- 
money was that which was mof#t infiſted 
upon, and that the taking away of that 
not onely for the preſent but for the fu- 
ture, would be pleafing and acceptable 
unto them , his Majeſtte ſent another 
Meſſage unto them , which was before 
they entred into any debate delivered 


unto them in theſe words. 
VV hereas upon Saccrday laſt his 


Majeſtie was pleaſed to ſend a MeL 
ſage tothis Houſe, deſiring you to 
e1ve a preſentanſwer concerning his 
Supply, to whichas yet his Majeftie 
hath hadno other, but chat upon this 

day . 
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day you will take'ttinto further con- 
ſideration, T herefore his Majeſtte 
the better to facilitate your reſoluti- 
ons this day , hath thought fit to let 
you know, That of his grace and 
favour he 1s pleaſed , upon your 
granting of twelve Subſidies, to be 
preſently paſſed , and'to be paid in 
three yeers, with a Provilo that it 
ſhall noe determine the Seſsion , his 
Majeſtie will not onely tor the pre- 
ſent forbear the levying of any Ship- 
ping money , but will give way to 
the utter aboliſhing of 1t by any 
courſe thar your ſelves ſhall like beſt. 
And for your Grievances his Maje. 
ſtie will according to his Royall pro- 
miſe, give.you as much time as may 
benow, andrhe reſt at Michaelmas 
next. And his Majeſtie expects a 

F 2 preſent 
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preſent and poſitive anſwer upon 
which he may rely, his attairs being 
in ſuch condition as can endure no 
longer delay. 

Notwithſtanding this gracious meſ- 
ſage, and all other bis Majeſties for- 
mer Defires and Promiſes, and the. 
Lords earneſt perſwafions, the Houſe. 
of Commons ſpent eight or nine houres 
more in debating the matter of Supply, 
without coming #0 any reſolution at all, 
and ſo mixed the confideration of that 
pith other matters impertinent\, and 
trenching bighly to the diminution of ba 
MajeſttesRozal Preroganve,T bat bis 
Majeſtie plainly diſcerned they went 


about to weary &# tire him with delayes, 
And though in words ſome did not deny 
to wa him, yet in'that alſo moft moved 


the Bill of Subfudies tn ſuch fort, 
that 


#0 C 
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that bis x®M ajeſtie could not have ac- 
cepted it without great prejudice to his 
Prerogative; eAnd they were ſo far 


from declaring what they would do, 


T hat they entertained themſelves with 
diſcourſes tending to render odious to his 
people that gracious government of bu, 
under which all hu people have, during 
hn happy reign, lrvedin ſuch peace and 


felicitie,, when all the neighbouring 


Kingdoms and States were in troubles 
and combuſtions. . 

Hu Majeilie was hereupon enforced 
by the advice of Hu Previe (ouncell to 
reſolve to break up and diſſolve the.. 
Parliament , from which be could hope 


for no other fruit then the hindring of 


Hu great affairs , and diſordering His 
happy Government. 
F ; eAnd 


 — 
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eAnd therefore on ne/ day the fifth 
of. May, Hm Majeſtie came again in 
perſon to the Lords Houſe , and ſend- 
ing for the Speaker, and the Houſe of 


Commons , When they were come up, 


ſaid thus; 


Mr Logops, 


— , 
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Herecan no occaſion of my 
comming to this Houſe be 
L {0 unpleaſing tome, asthis 


S 
is, at this time: The tear of doing 


that, which I am to do this day,made 
me not longagso come tothis Houle, 
where I exprelledas well my Feares, 
as the Remedies | thought neceſhry 
for the eſchewing of 1t . Unto which, 
| mult conteſle, and acknowledge 
that you, ( My Lords of the'Hligher 
Houle) did give me fo vvilling an 


Lare, 


+3 


Kare , and vvith ſuchaftection, did 
ſhevy your ſelves thereafter , that 
certainly, I may lay, Ifthere had bin 
any means to have given an happy 
end to this Parliament, you took 1t-; 
So, that it vvas neicher your Lord. 
ſhips fault,nor mine, that itisnocſo: 
The os; in the firſt lace, 1 mult 
give your Lordilups Sn for your 
good Endeavours. | 

| hope you remember vyhat my 
Lord r ſaid to you, the firſt 
day of the os afranins inmy Name; 
V Vhac lIikevviſe he ſaid i inthe Ban- 
quettin .-Houſe in VV hite-hall and 
vvhat 1 lately ſad £6: you in this 
place my ſelf. I name all this unto 
you , not in doubr-that you do not 
vvell remember it, but toſheyvyou, 
that] never ſaid any thing, invvay 


of 
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of favour tomy people, bur that by 
the grace of God, I vvill punctually, 
and really perform it. 

I know thatthey have inſiſted ve- 
ry much on Grievances, and [| vvill 
notfay , but thatthere may be ſome 
(though I yvill confidently affirm, 
that there are not by many degrees 
ſomany, as the publique voice doth 
make them.) herefore I deſire 
youto take notice, now eſpecially at 
this time, that out of Parliament, I 
{hall be as readie, (if not more wvil- 
ling ) to hear, and redreſle, any juſt 
Grievances,as m Parlamcne, T here 
is one thing, thatis much ſpoken of, 
though not fo much inſiſted on as 


| ethers, andthatisReligion; Con- 


cerning which , alber ]} expreſ- 
fed my ſelf fully the laſt day in this 


place 
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place to your Eordthips, yet, I think 
it firagain, on thus occaſion, to tell 
you, that, (as Iam moſt concerned, 
ſo ) 1 ſhall be moſt carefull, to pre- 
ſerve,that purity of Religion, which, 
Tchank God, 1s ſo well ettabliſhed in 
the Church of England, and that, as 
well out, as in Parhament. 
My Lords, I ſhall nottrouble you 
long vvith vvords, it being notmy 
' faſhion; vyherefore to conclude, 
vvhatlI offered, the laſt day, to the 
Houſe of Commons, I think is well 
knovvn to you all, as hkevviſe hovv 
they accepecd ic, vyhich I deſire not 
to remember , but vviſh that they 
had remembred, hovy, at firſt, they 
vvere told , in my Name, by my 
Lord Keeper, T hatdelay vvas the 
vvorlt kinde of deniall; yet I vvill 
CG not 
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not lay this fault on the vvhole 
Houſe ( tor | vvill not judge ſo un- 
charitably of thoſe , vvho, for the 
moſt part, I rake to be Loyall and 
vvell-attected Subjects ) but, that ir 
hath been the malicious cunning, of 
{ome fevy ſediciouſly-aftected men, 
that hath been the caule of this bf 
underſtanding. 

I ſhall novvend,as | began, in g1- 
ving your Lordſhips thanks, or 


: your aftetion {hevyn to me ba this . 


time - ; deſiring you, togoon to aſsilt 
me , 1n the maintaining of that Re- 
gall povver, thac 15 wuly mine, and, 

% tor the Libertic of the people, that 
they novy lo much ſccm to [tartle at; 
Knovv, (my Lords') that no King 
m the vyvorld ſhall be more car efull 
to. maintain them! in, The propertic 


of 
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of their Goods, Libertie of their 
Perſons, and true Religion, then [ 


{hall be. 
And novv, my Lord Keeper, do 


vyhat I have commanded 


you. 
T hen the Lord Keeper added. 


>> Mons, The Kings Majeſtic 
doth diſſolve this Parhament, 


Np ) " all the proceedings herein 
K declared, it 1s evident to all 


3 men, "ws willing and deſirous 


bis Majeſtic bath _ to. make uſe #4 
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the ancient and Noble way of Par. 
liament , uſed and inſtituted by his 
Rogall Predeceſſours , for the preſer- 
vation and honour of thu famous Mo- 
narchie; and that on þis Majeſties 
art , nothing was wanting that could 
be expetted from a King, whereby this 
Parked might have had an bappy 
concluſion, for the comfort and content 
of all his Majeſties Subjeits , and for 
the good and ſafetie of this Kingdom. 
On the contrary , it ts apparant how 
thoſe of the Houſe of Commons (whoſe 
ſiniſter and malicious courſes inforced 
hu Majeſtie to diſſolve this Parlia- 
ment ) have vitiated and abuſed that 
ancient and Noble way of Parlia- 
ment, peryerting the ſame to their own 
unworthy ends, and forgetting the true 
»/e and imnſlututton of Parkhiaments. 
For 
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For whereas theſe meetings and aſſem- 
blies of his « M ajeſtie with the Peeres 
and Commons of thu Realm, were mm 
” originall,, and in the prattice 
of all ſucceeding ages , ordained and 
held as Pledges and T eſtimomes of af- 

fettion between the King and his Pev- 

ple, the Kin fo his part graciouſly 

; hearing and redreſung ſuch Grievan- 

CES 08 þ. People in humble and dutifull 

| mannerſhou repreſen unto him, and 
\ | the Subjetts on their part , as Teſtimo- 
nies of their dutie , ſupplying his Ma- 
| jeſtie upon all extraordmary occaſions, 
4. -| Ji the ſupport of his Honour and S0- 
veraigntie, and for preſerving the 

| Kingdom in glory and ſafetie , T hoſe 
| ill affetted members of the Houſe of 
| Commons , in ſtead of an humble and 
dutifull way of preſenting their Grie- 
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vances to his Mapeſtie, have taken up- 
on them, to be the Guiders and Di- 
rettors , in all matters that concern his 
Majeſties Government both T empo- 
rall and Eccleſraſticall , and ( as if 


Kings were bound to prve an account of 


O . f 
their Regall athions, and of their man- 


ner of overnment. to their $ ubjefts 
aſſembled in Parhament) they have in 
a very audacious and inſolent way en- 
tred into examination and cenſuring 0 

the preſent Government, traduced his 
AMajeſties ow of Fuſlice-, 
rendred (as much as in them lay) odi- 
ous to the reſt of his + ajeſties Sub- 
jefts, not onely the Officers and Mini- 


fters of State, but even hi, __— 


Very (rovernment - which hath ts 


Juſt and gracious , that never did this 


or any other Neation enjoy more bleſ- 


ſings 
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fings and happineſſe, then hath been 
by all bis £M ajeſties Subjes enjoyed 
ever /mce his M, ajejties acceſſe to the. 
Crown , nar did this Kingdom ever fo 
flouri/ Gin Trade and Commer ce, as at 
this preſent , or partake of more peace 
and plentte in all kindes whatſoever. 
And whereas the ordinary Reye- 
aues of the Crown not ſufficing to te- 
fray extraordinat 'Y cha? ves, it hath 
ever been the uſage in all Parkaments 
to aid and aſsiſt the Rings 6f this 
Realm with free and fitting Supply to- 
wards the maintenance of "their Wars 
and for making good their Royall un- 
der takings , whe reby the Kingdome 
entruſted to ther protection, might be 
held up in ſþlendor and greatnes Thoſe 
ill-affetted perſons of. "the Houſe of 
Commons have been ſo far from tread. 
ng 
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ing in the ſteps of ther Anceſtours, by 
their dutifull expreſs1ons in this kinae, 
that contrarily they have introduced a 
way of bargaining and contratling with 
the King, as b; nothing ought to be 
given him by them, but what he ſhould 
buy and 07” of them, either by 
quitting ſomewhat of hu Royall Pre- 
rogative, or by diminiſhing and leſſen- 
ing his Repenues. Which courſes -4 
theirs, how repugnant they are to the 
duty of Subjetls, how unfit for hs Mas. 
Jeſtie in Honour to permit and ſuffer, 
and what hazard and diſhonour they 
ſubjett this Kingdome 10, all men may 
eaſily JudRes that will but equally and 
impartially weigh them. 


His Majeſtie hath been by this means 
reduced to " ſtraights and extremi- 
ties, that were not hu care of the pub-' 

lique 
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lique good and ſafety the greater, theſe 
men ( as much as in them lies) would 
quickly bring rume and confuſion to 
the State, and render contemptible thu 
glorious +» Monarchy. 

But this frowardneſſe and unduti- 
full behaviour of theirs , cannot leſſen 
his +*M ajeſties care of preſerving the 
Kingdomes entruſted to his Protedtion 
and Government, nor his gractous and 
tender affedion to his people ; for whoſe 
good and comfort his «M ajeitie by 
(ods practous aſuitance will fo pro- 
vide, that all his loving Subjefts may 
/lll enjoy the happineſſe of lrving under 
the bleſſed Dade and protection of his 
Royall Scepter. 

hthe mean time , to the end all his 
Majeſties loving Subjefs may know, 

H 


how 
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bow graciouſly his «/M ajeitie 1s en- 
clined to hear and redreſſe all the. 
juſt Grievances of h1 people, as 
well out of Parliament as in Parkia- 
ment, his Majeitie doth hereby fur- 


ther declare his Royall will and plea- 


ſure, that all his loving SubjeAs, who 


have any juſt Cauſe to preſent , or com- 
plain of any Grievances or oppreſ#1- 
ons, may freely addreſſe go 4 
by their humble Petitions to his Sa- 
cred Majeſtie,, who will gractouſly 
hear their uſe thr , and grve je 


firting redreſſe therein , that all his 
e 


petp | ſhall have Juſt catlſe to acknow- 
ledge his grace and poodneſſe towards 
them, and to be fully ſatisfied, that 
no perſons or aſſemblies can more pre- 
vail with his eM ajeitie , then the 


Pietie 
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Prietie and Fuſtice of his own Royall 
nature , and the tender affedion be 
doth and ſhall ever bear to all his people 
aud loving k) ubjeAs. 
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